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Mission Statement  

 

 To safeguard the lives and property of 
the people of Broward County from 
major hazards and emergencies through 
effective leadership, coordination, and 
implementation of mitigation, 
preparedness, response, and recovery 
initiatives with private, governmental 
and community partners.  

 



The Hazards of a Hurricane 

  1. Wind 

  2. Rainfall and Flooding 

  3. Storm Surge* 

  4. Tornadoes 

We mainly only evacuate for storm 
surge 

*kills more people than any other hurricane peril 

Hurricane Katrina:  1,833 died mainly due to storm surge. 
(NOAA) 











Hurricane Matthew Event Timeline 

 Saturday, Oct 1 – EOC to Level 3 (Monitoring & Assessment) 

 EMD Staff (  *1st Flash Report issued) 

 

 Tuesday, Oct 4, 11:00 AM – Broward County placed under Tropical Storm 
Watch 

 

 Tuesday, Oct 4, 11:00 AM – Mayor signs Declaration of Local State of 
Emergency 

 Tuesday, Oct 4, 12:00 PM – EOC to Level 2 (Partial Activation) 

 ESFs 5, 6, 8, 11, 14, applicable Section Chiefs, EMD Staff 

 

 Tuesday, Oct 4, 5:00 PM – Broward County under Hurricane Watch 

 

 Tuesday, Oct 4, 11:00 PM – Broward County under Hurricane Warning 

 

 Wednesday, Oct 5, 12:00 PM – EOC recommended voluntary evacuations for 
mobile homes and low-lying areas 





Hurricane Matthew Event Timeline 

 Wednesday, Oct 5, 3:00 PM – EOC continue at Level 2 

 ESFs 1, 5, 6, 8, 14, 16, applicable Section Chiefs, Branch Directors, EMD 
Staff  

 Wednesday, Oct 5, ~9:00 PM – Opened 10 shelters 

 7 General Population, 1 Pet Friendly, 1 Adult Special Needs, 1 Pediatric 
Special Needs 

 

 Thursday, October 6, 7:00 AM – EOC to Level 1 (Full Activation) 

 

 Thursday, October 6, ~3:00 PM – Tropical Storm winds begin in County 

 Thursday, October 6, 8:00 PM – Broward County advisory lowered to Tropical 
Storm Warning 

 Thursday, Oct 6, 11:00 PM – EOC to Level 2 

 ESFs 1, 6, 8, 14, 16, 17, Call Center, EMD Staff 

 Friday, Oct 7, 5:00 AM – Tropical Storm Warning Cancelled 

 Friday, Oct 7, 1:00 PM – EOC to normal operating condition (Monitoring) 



Countywide 
Information 
Gathering 
Before the 

Storm 



Components with Decision Making 

   

Table of Organization

WebEOC

SALT

Damage Assessment



Table of Organization 



Storm Action Lead Time (SALT) 



Types of Hurricanes 

Category Wind Speed Storm Surge* 

      1 74-95 mph 4-5 feet 

      2 96-110 mph 6-8 feet 

      3 111-130 mph 9-12 feet 

      4 131-156 mph 13-18 feet 

      5 157 + mph Over 18 feet 

*Storm surge depth also depends upon the steepness or shallowness of the 
ocean or Gulf shelf; the Atlantic and Gulf coasts are generally shallow 
compared to other U.S. shorelines.  



Mandatory Evacuation Plans 

PLAN A  
– Typically a Category 1-2 hurricane: 

 All residents in the area east of the 
Intracoastal Waterway 

 
PLAN B 
– Typically a Category 3, 4 or 5 hurricane: 
 All residents in the area east of U.S. 1 

And….. 





Special Medical Needs shelters are 
appropriate for someone who: 

 Has minor health/medical conditions 
that require professional observation, 
assessment, and maintenance  

 Requires assistance with personal care 
and/or assistance with medications but 
does not require hospitalization or a 
medical institution 

 All residents seeking shelter in a Special 
medical needs facility will be reviewed on 
an individual basis to determine the best 
placement for their needs. 



Vulnerable Population Registry 
…a joint partnership between Broward  County 
and its municipalities 

www.broward.org/atrisk 



Who is it for? 
 People who would be at risk after a storm, 

especially those with a disability, frailty or health 
issue. 
 

 Does not guarantee that you will be provided 
services or placed on a priority list. 
 

 First responders use this database to prioritize 
initial response.  

 
 Register online at www.broward.org/atrisk or by 

calling the Broward County Call Center at (954) 831-
4000 or 311 

http://www.broward.org/atrisk




Impacts after the 
storm 







 



Home Damage Assessment Program 



Report Your Damage 

 

 Three methods: 

 

  Internet 

  Cell Phone  

   Emergency Hotline 



Data Entry Screen 



What the pictures say. 

11 With tarps, 
you may be 
able to stay 
in your 
home. 

Need 
long-term 
housing. 

Long-
term 
housing is 
needed. 









 
Broward Emergency Management Division 

www.broward.org/emergency 

www.broward.org/hurricane 
Florida Division of Emergency Management 

www.floridadisaster.org 

FEMA 

www.fema.gov 

READY (Ready America/Ready Business) 

www.ready.gov 

Twitter - @readybroward 

Facebook – Broward County Emergency Management 

 

 

http://www.broward.org/emergency
http://www.broward.org/hurricane
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/


Questions? 


